
 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TAMPA DIVISION 
 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
      

Plaintiff,  
 
v. 
 

JOSEPH D. JOHNSON,  
ANDREW BRYANT, and  
CHRISTOPHER BRYANT, 
 

Defendants. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
No. 8:25-cv-02072-WFJ-CPT 

STIPULATION FOR ENTRY OF FINAL JUDGMENT OF PERMANENT 
INJUNCTION AGAINST JOSEPH D. JOHNSON 

The United States of America and Joseph D. Johnson stipulate and agree to 

the entry of a Final Judgment of Permanent Injunction as set forth below. 

1. Joseph D. Johnson (“Johnson”) is the founder and was the sole director 

of The Welfont Companies, Inc. (“Welfont”). During its operations, Welfont, at the 

direction of Johnson, organized, promoted, and facilitated bargain sale transactions. 

Welfont ceased operations several years ago. 

2. The IRS has targeted bargain sale transactions that it believes result in 

inflated and unsupported charitable contribution deductions. The United States filed 

a lawsuit against Johnson and two appraisers seeking to enjoin them from 

organizing, promoting, or selling what it alleges to be abusive bargain sale 

transactions and assisting in those activities. 
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3. Johnson has not organized or sold the type of bargain sale transaction 

described in the United States’ complaint for several years. Further, Johnson denies 

any wrongdoing of the allegations raised in the Complaint.  

4. However, Johnson has no intention to engage in the conduct alleged in 

the United States’ complaint in the future. 

5. Therefore, without admitting any wrongdoing, Johnson consents to the 

entry of a Final Judgment of Permanent Injunction and agrees to be bound by the 

terms stated below. Johnson understands that the Final Judgment of Permanent 

Injunction will constitute the final judgment against him on the United States’ claims 

in Counts I and II of the Complaint and waives the right to appeal the Final 

Judgment of Permanent Injunction.   

6. Johnson admits this Court has personal jurisdiction over him and 

subject-matter jurisdiction over this action. Without admitting any of the other 

allegations in the Complaint, and without admitting any wrongdoing, Johnson 

voluntarily consents to the entry of the Final Judgment of Permanent Injunction set 

forth below. 

7. Johnson and the United States waive the entry of findings of fact and 

conclusions of law under Rules 52 and 65 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  

8. Johnson and the United States agree that entry of this Final Judgment 

of Permanent Injunction resolves only this civil action, and neither precludes the 

United States from pursuing other current or future civil or criminal matters or 

proceedings nor precludes Johnson from contesting his liability in any such matter or 
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proceeding. 

9. Johnson and the United States agree that the Court shall retain 

jurisdiction over this case to implement and enforce this Final Judgment of 

Permanent Injunction.  

10. Johnson and the United States agree that they will each bear their own 

costs, including any attorney’s fees and other expenses of this litigation. 

11. Johnson and the United States stipulate to the entry of the following 

Order and Final Judgment of Permanent Injunction: 

PERMANENT INJUNCTION AGAINST JOSEPH D. JOHNSON 

A. The Court has personal jurisdiction over Johnson. The Court has 

subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1340 and 1345 

and 26 U.S.C. §§ 7402 and 7408. 

B. Pursuant to 26 U.S.C. §§ 7402 and 7408, Johnson is permanently 

enjoined from: 

1. Organizing, promoting, or selling (or assisting others in organizing, 

promoting, or selling) bargain sale transactions, or any other plan or 

arrangement that involves the sale of real property to a tax-exempt 

organization for less than the property’s fair market value; 

2. Participating (directly or indirectly) in bargain sale transactions, or 

any other plan or arrangement that involves the sale of real property to a 

tax-exempt organization for less than the property’s fair market value; 
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3. Making or furnishing (or causing another to make or furnish) a 

statement, in exchange for compensation, about the allowability of any tax 

deduction or credit, the excludability of any income, or the securing of any 

other tax benefit, as a result of participating in bargain sale transactions, or 

any other plan or arrangement that involves the sale of real property to a 

tax-exempt organization for less than the property’s fair market value; 

4. Making or furnishing (or causing another to make or furnish) 

valuations as a result of participating in bargain sale transactions, or any 

other plan or arrangement that involves the sale of real property to a tax-

exempt organization for less than the property’s fair market value;  

5. Preparing (or assisting others in preparing) any federal tax return, or 

any document that may be filed in support of a tax return or other 

submission to the IRS claiming tax benefits resulting from participating in 

bargain sale transactions, or any other plan or arrangement that involves 

the sale of real property to a tax-exempt organization for less than the 

property’s fair market value; 

6. Preparing (or assisting in the preparation of) any appraisal that is 

intended or purports to be a “qualified appraisal” within the meaning of 

26 U.S.C. § 170(f)(11)(E); 

C. Pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 7402, Johnson shall, by February 28th each 

year for each of the next 5 years, sign a declaration under penalty of perjury 

affirming that he has not engaged in any of the conduct identified in paragraph B., 
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above, during the prior calendar year. Johnson shall send that declaration to the 

following two recipients at the following addresses (unless directed otherwise by 

counsel for the United States): 

Internal Revenue Service 
Lead Development Center 
25520 Commercentre Drive 
Mail Stop 5040 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 

Department of Justice, Civil Division 
Tax Litigation Branch, Central Region 
P.O. Box 7238 
Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C. 20044 

D. Pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 7402, Johnson shall, within 30 days of entry of 

the Final Judgment of Permanent Injunction in this case, remove all content from 

the following online publishing, video-sharing, or social media platforms: 

1. “@welfont7803” YouTube account (consisting of 94 videos); 

2. “@groupwelfont” account at Medium.com; 

3. “welfontgroup” account at Linkedin.com; 

4. “@WelfontGroup” account at X.com (formerly known as Twitter). 

In addition, Johnson shall act with reasonable diligence to remove any additional 

content from any online publishing, video-sharing, or social media platforms, of 

which he is now aware, or of which he later becomes aware, that Johnson used, 

individually or through an entity, to promote or sell bargain sale transactions. 

E. Johnson shall file with the Court, within 45 days of entry of the Final 

Judgment of Permanent Injunction in this case, a certification signed under the 
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penalty of perjury that he has complied with paragraph D., above. 

F. Johnson shall not make any statements, written or oral, or cause or 

encourage others to make any statements, written or oral, that misrepresent any of 

the terms of the Final Judgment of Permanent Injunction in this case. 

G. The Court shall permit the United States to engage in post-judgment 

discovery to ensure and monitor compliance with the Final Judgment of Permanent 

Injunction in this case. 

H. The Court shall retain jurisdiction over this action for the purpose of 

implementing and enforcing the Final Judgment of Permanent Injunction in this 

case. 

I. Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 65(d)(2), entry of the Final Judgment of 

Permanent Injunction in this case binds the following who receive actual notice of it 

by personal service or otherwise:  

1. Joseph D. Johnson; 

2. the officers, agents, servants, employees, and attorneys of Joseph D. 

Johnson; and 

3. other persons who are in active concert or participation with anyone 

described in (1) and (2) above. 
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Dated: July 15, 2026 Respectfully submitted, 

BRETT A. SHUMATE 
Assistant Attorney General 
 
JOSHUA WU 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Tax Litigation Branch 
 
/s/ Richard G. Rose 
RICHARD G. ROSE 
District of Columbia Bar No. 493454 
ALLISON RICE 
District of Columbia Bar No. 1671160 
CHRISTOPHER RAJOTTE 
Florida Bar No. 107742 
Trial Attorneys 
Tax Litigation Branch 
Civil Division 
Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7238 
Washington, D.C.  20044 
(202) 616-2032 
richard.g.rose@usdoj.gov  
 
Attorneys for the United States 

/s/ Matthew J. Mueller 
Matthew J. Mueller 
FOGARTY MUELLER HARRIS, PLLC 
501 E. Kennedy Blvd. 
Suite 1030 
Tampa, Florida 33602 
Tel: 813-682-1730 
Fax: 813-682-1731 
matt@fmhlegal.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendant Joseph D. Johnson 
 
 
________________________ 
JOSEPH D. JOHNSON 
4200 Riverview Blvd. 
Bradenton, Florida 34209 
 
Defendant 
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